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and most deplorable at any time. Realising
the erisis throngh which this nation of the
Australian Commonwealth is passing, and
remembering that four of those men were at
the hend of very important departments of
State, naturally the tragedy becomes all the
more serious. I enjoyed the personal friend-
ship of two of the men who met their
deaths—in the persons of Sir Brudenell
White and Sir Henry Gullett. 1 recognise
the greatness of the work they did for our
nation. 8ir Brudencll White was a man
amongst men, a man whom I always ad-
mired and respected. The loss to the nation
of such men as these at this time will very
areatly be felt. A few nights ago a good
many of usg had the pleasure of listening
to a speech by the late Mr. Fairbairn. The
Minister for Air had been engaged upon a
flight around Awustralia, and had come to
Perth. He made the fine speeech to which
I refer from the platform of the Capitol
Theatre. On behalf of the State Executive
of the Australian Labour Party I tender
to the families of all of the deeceased our
very sincere sympathy for the irreparable
loss they have sustained, a loss which is also
suffered by the Commonwealth as a whale,

Question passed, members standing.

House adjourned at £.47 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 14th August, 1940,
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT MOTOR
VEHICLES.

Petrol Consumption,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Sceretary: What wag the total cost of
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petrol used hy all Gavernment-owned or sub-

* sidised motor vehieles during the years 1932-

33 and 19:49-40 respectively?

The CHIEF SKECRETARY replied: In-
vestigations show that in regard to some of
the major departments the local purchase
orders and store requisitions for the years
prior to 1934 have been destroyed, and as
the eost of petrol is not dissociated from
other items of motor running costs in the
aceountaney records, the desired information
is not obhtainable for the year ended the
30th June, 1933

Accurate information for the year ended
the 30th June, 1940, conld only be obtained
by an examination of many thousands of loeal
purchase orders and store requisitions. This
would entail the employment of additional
clerieal assistance, at a prohable eost of £40,
and it is conzidered that this expeuditure is
not justified, as the comparutive information
for 1933 is not obtainable.

It is not possible to separate the petrol
cost in regard to subsidised vehicles as the
allowanee paid, in practienlly all instances,
eovers all charges associated with the em.
ployees’ vehieles.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE FINANCE.

Emergency and Ilospital Taxes and
Loan Expenditure.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (for Hon. H.
Seddon) asked the Chief Seeretary: 1, What
was the total amount received last year from
the financial emergeney tax? 2, What was
the total amount received, during the same
period, from the hospital tax9 3, What was
the total amount of loan expenditure during
the same vear?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Financial emcrgency tax, £1,263,700. 2,
Hospital tax, £271,690. 3, Cash expen-
diture from the Loan Fund on works was

£1,939,549.

Special Grants to Hospitals.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL asked the Chief
Sceretary: What amounts have been paid as
special grants to assisted hospitals for the
year ended the 30tk June, 1940, giving the
names of hospitals concerned and the re-
spective amounts granted?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
Total of Subsidy and

Hospital Special Grants, ete,

£ 5. .
Perth GG,SA3 0 0
Feemantle .. 21630 9 7
Children's .. . v 2167 00
I’erth Dontal 270410 0
Fremantle Dental .. 200 0 0
Home of Peace 1420 ¢ 0
Beverley 846 0 0
Boyup Brook 485 0 0
Bridgetown 1,083 2 0
Brookton 410 0 0
Bruee Rock 94 00
Corrigin 1413 0 0
Cue .. . 1,788 0 0
Cunderdin .. 647 O 0
Dalwallinn 190 19 5
Dowerin ARG 402
Dumbleyung 312 6 0
Dwellingup 08 13 0
Esperance . . . .. 300 0 0
Geraldton Maternity Home 1m0 on
Gnowangerup 478 0 ¢©
Goomanlling 716 4 2
Greenhnshes 424 G 3
Hall's Creck 13 0 O
Havvey 1,i02 3 11
Jarrahdale .. B[RO0
Kelierherrin 2372 0 0
Kajonup 17 6 0
Kondinin Ak 000
Koorda 163 0 0
Kakerin .. .. - 151 0 O
Kununoppin .. .o 1007 00
Lake Graee 197 0 0
T.averton 1,084 0 0
Leonora 695 13 6
Warren 1,345 2 0
Marble TBar 198 7 0
Meckering 100 0 O
Meekatharea 1,041 0 0O
Moora 768 15 2
Morawa .. 76 0 0
Mornington 190 0 0
Mount Barker 8 6 0
Mount Magnet 98+ ¢ 0
Mullewa 894 0 0
Nannup .. .. 78 0 0
Narembern 637 0 O
Norseman .. . . T63 0 0
Northampton - 941 0 O
Pemberton .. . 824 2 O
Pinpelly 823 0 0
Pinjarra 823 8 8
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Total of Subsidy and

[Tospital Speeial Grants, ete.

£ s d

Quaraiding .. 63515 0
Reedy .. o 100 ¢ 0
Sandsione .. . . 136 5 2
Southern Cross 1733 13 ¢
Toodyay 314 00
Tanthellup .. ars o0 ¢
Three Springs 642 0 0
Westonia WL 00
Wickepin 418 5 ©
Williams 203 0 0O
Wiluna 3497 12 3
Wongan Hills 1414 6 2
Wyalkatehem 642 0 0
Yarloop 1,855 12 3
Youanmi 603 0 0

QUESTION—PERTH HOSPITAL
CONSTRUCTION.

Prineipal drehitect’s Department,
Imereased Stuff.

Hon, .\, TITOMSON asked the Chiel Sce-
retary: i eonnection with the construction
of the Perth Hospital additions: 1, What in-
erease in the staft of the Prineipal Avchiteet's
Department has been ineurred, {a) since the
commencement of this work, (b) for this
work? 2, How many officers were brought
from other pavts of Australin or abroad? 3,
What expense has heen incurred in bringing
any eoxtrn members of the siafl’ to Western
Aaustralia ! -h, What are the ferms and con-
ditions applying and salarvies being pail
respecting offiecrs trom outside Western Ans-
tralia! 3, What particular duties and work
are the imported oftivers engaged on? 6, (1)
Are any other expert assistants being engaged
from outside Western Australiaz (h), if so,
for what particalar daties: and (e) under
what terms and eonditions? 7, What was the
fee charged hy Mr. Stephenson, of Mel-
hourne, for his report to the Hospital Board?
8, Will the Government endeavour to use the
trained and expert opinion of Western Aus-
tralian architeets for any additionnl services
requived ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1, (a)
The inerease in staff sinee the eommence-
ment of the eonstruction of the hospital has
varied from time to time, owing to men he-
ing taken on, othors resigning, and others
joining the A.LF. for servico overseas, with
the result thai to-day five more technical
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ollicers are employed in the branch than was
the case before the eonstruction of the hospi-
tul commenced. (b} Five. 2, Two; one
from Canada and one from South Ausiralia.
3, £337 s, 2d. 4, Officer obtained from
Canada: Two years' engagement at £440 per
annum sterling.  Officer from Sonth Aus
iralia: Two ycars' engagement at £416 per
annum, 5, Olticer from Canada: Employed
as seetion leader aon one portion of the hos-
pital projeet. Officer from South Australia:
Employed in copuection with the Technieal
Sehool extensions. 6, (n) Yes, the serviees
of My, C. A. MeVilly, Exeeutive Head of the
Charities Boavd of Vietoria, are being made
available by the Vietorian (fovernment. M.
MeVilly arrives by air on the 17th instant
and will remain here for a fortnight. (h)
Mr. MeVilly has considerable experience in
hospital planiing und constrnetion and will
advise the Hospital Board in conneetion with
the proposed new hospital. (¢) This Siate
will pay the out-of-pocket expenses involved.
7, £313 was paid by the Hospital Board to
Alrv, Stephensen, of Melhourne, fov his re-
port. 8 Yes, it vequired.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.
Debate resumed from the 8th August.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
4. 53] : Pirst of all I should like hriefly to
refer to the tragedy that oveurred near Can-
herra yesterday, and to express my sym-
pathy with the bereaved relatives. The vie-
tims were all eminent Aunstralians and it is
a dreadful ealamity that they should have
been Jost to their county at a time when
their talents were needed so much. Every
Australian will revere their memories and T
am sure their epitaph will be, “Dulee et
decorum st pro patria mori.”

I desire to add my congratulations and
best wishes to the three new members of this
Honge,  They have entered Parliament at a
time when the very hest is demanded of
evervone and I feel confident that the speeial
knowledge and training that each one pos-
sessos will be of very real value in the diffi-
cult times that lie ahead. I wish also to
pay a tribute to the three members whose
ah<enee fram the Youse we all regret. Each
one served the State well and T sincerely
trust that in the ease of Messrs. Franklin
and Angelo their rest from polities will

197

mean a restoration to good health, Both of
those gentlemen spent themselves in the
service of this State and deserved that ap-
preciation which unfortunately is not always
ateorded to public men,

Ouly too true is it that we are meeting in
most critical times. Nevar in its sad his-
tory has this world been engaged in such a
colossal struggle between the foreces of good
and evil. Everything we hold dear is at
stake, and if ever we are to be put to the
test, it will be in the days that lie immed-
iately ahead. I am confident that we shall
win through because the principles and
idenls for which we are fighting are the
right ones and I believe that in the end right
always prevails, Ouwr watechword in these
days must be co-operation and the best ser-
viee we can render is to keep our own house
in order. Theve are many serious problems
vonfronting us in this State and if we
can only deal with them in the right way,
we will be accomplishing our duty. Some
time—Iet us hope it will be soon—this dread-
ful war will end and we must keep hefore
us the problems that will arise when that
fortunate time arrives.

The plight of the man on the land 1s a
pitiful one and the job ahead of us is to
help him to see it through, It will be a cal-
amity if more men are forced oft the land.
They must carry on at all costs heeanse the
future welfare of this State and possibly of
the world is, in my opinion, largely in their
hands. If T am any judge, the time is not
far distant when the farmer will come into
his own. No douht certain measures will be
introduced to assist the farmers and T intend
to give them wmy fullest support. Before
leaving this subjeet, may 1 offer my con-
gratulations to a memher of this Chamber,
the Hon. T. Moore, who has been presented
to-day with the M. T. Padbury trophy for
seientific farming, That is an cxeellent ac-
complishment and T am snre we are all very
proud of him.

The mining industry is still one of the
bricht aspects of our economic life. I
shonld like to pay a tribute to the Premier
for the fight he put np against the unfaiv
Federal gold tax. Rising costs due to the
war have dealt a severe blow to lower-grade
mines, The additional burden of the gold
tax wonld have made it almost impossible
for many of these undertakings to earry on.
The maintenance of the mining industry is
vital to Australia, and its futore depends
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lnvgely upon the ability of the mining com-
panies to treat lower-grade ore. Figures
show that the average grade of ore treated
during the last ten years has fallen, as fol-
lows:—In 1930 the grade was 12.9 dwts,
in 1931 it was 10.5, in 1932 it was 9 dwts,,
in 1933 it was 8 dwts,, in 1934 it was 7.2,
in 1935 6.9, in 1936 6.8, in 1937 6.6, in 1938
6.2, and last year 5.8 dwts. In normal times
a further decrease could he expected, but
owing £0 the increased costs the limit now
has almost been reached. The importance
of the industry can be ganged from the faet
that during the year just ended the State
produced 1,214,237 fine ounces of gold,
valued at £11,842964. The numher of men
employed was approximately 14,0000 The
Mines Department has done a wonderful
job in the past, and I trust that further as-
sistance can be granted to the industry in
the future.

Some 600 men are still engaged under the
prospecting scheme, hut I should like to sec
that number considerably inereased. At
present they receive £1 per week, but in my
view that amount should he inereased to
30s, weekly. T snggest that it is better to
employ men in approved schemes such as
this than to have them as useless burdens
on the Stote. The Government has heen
enterprising in granting assistance to some
of the larger mines, and excellent resunlts
have been achieved by that means. T shonld
like to see more assistanee given to small
mines, many of which could he opened up
but for the expense of equipment. They
cannot be re-opened because there are water
diffieulties, and plant would be required to
take the mines to deeper levels. T snggest
that if small advances were made available
for the purchase of equipment, 2 number of
these shows would he re-opened.  Mining
equipment represenis a great handieap in
the case of small mines. Tf some assistance
could be granted to them I am sure a greatl
deal of good would result. TUnfortunately
the industry recently suffered a major loss
through the closing down of the Laneefield
mine. About 300 men were employed there,
and without any warning they were put ont
of work. Almost ovornight the town of
Beria disappeared. This unfortunate resunlt
was cansed throngh severe falls of carth,
and the mine had to he closed down in the
interests of safety. T suggest that a full
inquiry into the position is warranted, be-
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cause if the working methods were at fault
sieh an inquiry might be the means of pre-
venting a similar fate befalling some of our
other producers., In recent months two
severe falls of earth have occurred on the
Golden Mile,

Prospeetors have one particular griev-
ance against the department in connection
with the treatment of sands. They main-
tain that the charges are at present exces-
sive. The present charge is 2 dwis. 8 grns.
per ton on the basis of a 75 per ecent. ex-
traction.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Is it not 118%

Hon. E. M. HEENAX: It was altered
from 1.18 to a basis that is not now deemed
satiafactory.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Some clever juggling.

Hon, E. M. HEENAX: The cost to the
prospector is still the same- Figures given
to me indicate that the charge is now a
little over 17s. per ton. That is deemed to
he excessive. The prospectors arve agitating
far the charging of a flat rate. Judging
from some of the rates prevailing in the
eage of big mines in the Eastern States, the
prospectors think that the charge should e
in the vicinity of 12s. 6d. per ton, that
being a fair figure. The vate charged in
South Australia is 7s. 6d. per tonm, in Vie-
torin 8s.,, and in Queensland 14s, T realise
that these eases may not be analagous, but
from information I have received those arve
the eharges in the other States. At present
prospectors are receiving a first payment
of £+ per oz. on their fands, and they state
that a good deal of delay occurs in the pay-
ment of the halanee of the money. In
view of the present high priee of gold
I think the department could with =afety
make a first pavment of £7 or £3 per
0z, Then there is the question of railway
passes for turned-down miners. As mem-
bers know, these are men who have saeri-
ficed their health and strength te the mining
indusiry, and are now simply waiting for
the final eall. Western Australia owes
much to them. The majority have worked
on wages all their lives, and are now exist-
ing on nllowanees from the mine workers’
relief fund. Tt would he a fitting gesture if
free passes were allowed to these men, so
that they might travel to the roast once a
yvear. The cost would be verv small com-
pared with the great good that would result,
Surely that is something that could be done,
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especially by a Labour Government. One of
the prineipal ills from which this state and
the other States suffer is centralisation. I
often think the problem is not properly
handied. People in far-distant centres should
receive more consideration. They are still the
pioneers and are earrying on the work of
the development of this country under most
trying conditions. A case in point is the
town of Agnew, a mining centre with a
population of approximately 600 men.
Agnew has no hospital and not even a
trained nurse, while the nearvest town is
Leonora, 86 miles distant. In the event of
sickness the patient has to he taken to
Leonora or Wiluna, which is 110 miles away.
Surely the department concerned should do
something to remedy such a state of affairs,
There are other matters affceting my con-
stilneney such as proposed amendments lo
the Workers' Compensation Act, but I
hope that during the session I shall have the
opportunity to speak on that and other sub-
jeets, In the meantime, T support the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.

HON. L. B. EOLTON (Mectropolitan)
[5.3] : Like most speakers, if T may except

Mr. E. H H. Hall, it is my in-
tention to be brief in the remarks
I have to make in support of the

motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply.  Firstly T wish to express my
profound sympathy for the relatives of the
vietims of the tragie oceurrence at Can-
berra yesterday. I had personally met the
three Ministers whose serviees have been lost
to Austrnlia, and one cannot belp feeling
that the happening was really more than
tragic at a time like the present when the
Commonwealth is nceding the best brains in
the diffienlt period through which we are
passing. I should like te offer my congra-
tulations to the members who were returned
to this Chamber at the last elections. At
the same time, my sympathics go ount to
those who are no longer with us. 1 welcome
the three new members and particularly my
collengue Sir Hal Colebateh, who has already
served the State so faithfully and well, and
Mr. Welsh and Mr, Roche. All T am sure,
will prove to be very useful memhers in
this House of revicw.

My remarks on this oceasion will not be
dirvected at eriticising the Government to the
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extent that I might have done under differ-
ent conditions. Perhaps the Chicf Secretary
may feel that the Government does not
deserve so much crificism at the present time
as on former occasions. However, in view
of the very difficult times through which we
are passing,-I hardly thiok it is the duty of
members to over criticise; rather should we
help the Government in the diffienlt
task it has before it. The Government
will be ill-advised to introduce contentious
measures during this session. It ecertainly
shonld not if it can possibly avoid doing se.
The Lieut.-Governor’s Speech left us guess-
ing as to what we might expeet, but I hope
we will not have to fight, as we have had
to do on other oceasions, against some mea-
sures, particularly industrial measnres such
as those that have been presented to us in
previous sessions, If T may be permitied to
offer adviec to the Government, I suggest
that if it feels that there is a particular
measure it desires to pass into law,
the policy will be followed similar to
that adepted in connection with the
Dental Bill that came before us last
session. On that oecasion it will be remem-
bered the parties principally interested were
called inte conference and an agree-
ment was arrived at before the Bill was sub-
miited to Parliament, Then when the Bill was
presented it was regarded ns a good one and
it went through without much trouble. If
similar aetion were taken in conncction with
what might he termed contentions legislation,
conziderable saving in time would be cffected.
In addition also there would be a saving in
the cost of Parliament. Speaking of the cost
of Parliament reminds me that from the
time I first entered this Chamber I have ad-
voeated a reduction in the number of mem-
bers of both Houses. T know this is not a
very popular subjeet; in fact I was told that
I would very soon look at the position in a
different light., Although I have advocated
this before, and cven prior to my entering
Tarliament, T sitll view the subject in the
same light. To-day my opinion is that there
has never leen a time when sueh a move is
more neerssary. The public looks to Parlia-
ment for a lead in a reduction of costs and
the eurtailment of unnecessary expenditure,
and in my opinion if the number of mem-
bers in this House were redueed from 30 to
20—two to represent cach of the ten Pro-
vinces—the lower number would he ample.
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With regard to another place, I would
strongly advoeate a reduction in the number
from 50 to 35. This would mean approxi-
mately a total reduetion of one-third.

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: Petrol consumption
is being reduced by the same jrereentage.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: We are hoping that
the petrol reduction will not last for ever.
The reduetion in the number of members of
both Houses could, however, be permanent,
Members, 1 think, will agree with me that
many ol our constituents say from time to
Lime, "What is the use of so many Parlia-
ments and so many members, particularly
under existing conditions " This is not o
pew Uong, but I do want the Government
scriously to consider the question during the
curtent session so that sone mmoeve may be
made in the direetion | have indicated.  The
public asks for a lead and it is due to ns b
give it

[ heliove it is intended to introduce a
3]l to amend the Flectoral Aci. I hope that
such a measure will he submitted and that
there will be an ainendment to the postnl vot-
ine provisiens. T have alrendy brought this
question hefore the ITouse and T sugge-t now
that if an amending Bill is introdueed, pro-
visiop will he made wherehy it will he pos-
sthle for an elector tn pxercise the franchi-e
al the nearest polling hooth on election day,
irrespective of where he may be. That
wonld, T eonsider, effert a biz saving in rosts
and T urge the Government ta eoncider the
quostion.

Spenking on the Address-in-veply Inst ses-
sion, T made some eritical remnvks regarding
the Traflic Depavtment.  There arve several
points T wish to stress, and, as a vepresenra.
tive of the people, T eonsider T should offer
one or two saggestions. They are not very
serions, hat they are important enough to de
manid constderation.  Much is being heard to-
day of producer gas plants, and I am going
to snoeest fo the department that no fee
should he charged when a trailer is vsed to
convev the producer gas plant. T understand
that Western Australia is the only State in
the Commonwealth where sueh a charge ic
made. T should also like to recommend that
the depariment give consideration to the
auestion of angxle parking. As we all know.
the porkine nosition in the ecity is serious
althongh T do not consider it will he quite
so had when the petrol vestrictions are en-
forced. I am ecertain that a eonsiderable
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ameunt of time wotild be saved if the Trallic
Depariment permitted angle parking in those
thoroughfares and loealities where it conld
be earrvied out without inconvenience. An-
other matter that I hope will again be sulb-
mitted to Parvliameni this session is that of
third-party insurance. Last =ession, when
the Bill dealing with that guestion was
hrought hefore this House, we found it sur-
roundml by a lot of other matters to which
members were not able to agree. This 15 a
mosl necessary  pieee of legislation and 1
trust the Government will see fo it that «
Bill dealing with it is brought torward this
ression, a Bill withoul embellishments, It
there ave ewbellishments, this Chamber will
in all probability again turn it down.

With regard to industrial development, I
am atraid that Mr. Hawke is as disappointed
as are most of us heecause of the lnek of
progress. 1 we study the records of the -
dashies of Australia over the last 12 months,
we fitwd that cmplovment has ieveased very
considerably in the twu larger Siates, and
to a lesser degree in the other States. Wost-
et Anstralin is the exception. Indeed, it
s gone back considerably in recent periods.
That only zoes to prove that our general
condilions of labour must he amended, On
many oceasions I have brought to the notier
of this House the different eonditions under
which industries are working in our State
as compared with conditions in the other
Rtates. Unless we are prepared to alter
those conditions, [ ean see very little hope
indesd for owr industries making the pro-
gress Lhat we hope for. T am sorry also
that we in this Slate are not reeeiving a
greater shave of defence work. On this sub-
joet and the manufacture of munitions T
shonld like to offer my eongratnlations to
the Midland Junetion Workshops and the
emplovees particularly, for the attitude they
have adopted, and the work that has been
seeured from the Defence Department. Qur

mannfnetnrers eenerallv  are aware that
hieli  proeision  tools are enly  avoilahle
at  onr railwav workshops, Tt 45 un-

fortunate that onr other factorirs have not
the tools neeessary to manufacture muni-
tions, Nevertheless, T appeal to the Govorn-
ment to spread this munition work as much
as vossible. Part of it ean be done in other
workshaps, and T tenst that the board in
control of munition-making in this State will
not Inse sieht of that faet. TUnfortunately
the only direetion in which we seem to he
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making progress is in the Government de-
partiments themselves.

Hon., A. Thomson:
any taxes.

Hon, L. B. BOLTOXN: That is right. As
my Iriend sunggests, they are free of taxa-
tion. We do not of course take up the posi-
tion that we are sorry the Government is
manufacturing munitions. There are, how-
ever, many directions in which the State is
competing with private enterprise, and com-
peting under conditions suggested by Mr.
Thomson.  The State might well keep out
of sueh work. At the present time private
enterprise in this State is soffering severely.
I know definitely of many instances where
large contructs have heen let to the Govern-
ment withont its heing called upou to give a
quotation. Nor have tenders or quotations
heen obtained for the work from private
firms. I refer to the building of huts. Pri-
vate enterprise is foreed to eompete for work
under unfair conditions.

The Chief Scexetary:
conditions?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: One is that the
(iovernment pays no taxation whatever;

And they do nof pay

What are the unfair

another s that the Government is
allowed to cart most of its material
by road, while private enterprise 1is

forced in many instances to send material
by rail. The chief one is, “Write your own
ticket.” It is a hig advantage to obtain
a joh, partieularly large jobs smeh as the
State Government gets from the Feders)
authorities, without tendering a price. Un-
fortunately many manufacturers are unable
to secure jobs at any price.

Member: The Federal authorities are re-
sponsible for thal.

Hon. 1.. B. BOLTON: There ar¢ many in-
stanecs. Ome cannot altogether blame the
Government; but if it is right for the Gov-
ernment to get work under such ronditions,
why should not it alse be right for private
enterprise?

The Chief Seeretary: T think there is
another side to that question,

TMer. L. B. BOLTON: Perhaps when the
Minister replies he will give us the other
side. Speaking of indnstries generally, I
understand the matter upon which I now
propese to touch was brought under the
notice of the Minister for Indusirial
Development hefore he left for the Eastern
States. T maintain it is the duty of the
Government to keep a close watch on this
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matten, because otherwise this State will
find itself without the materials required to
carry out ihe contracts it has a chance of
seeuring. There is at present a grave short-
age of iron and steel. It is most difficult
for this State to obtain supplies from the
Kastern States.

The Chief Seeretary: Thai is private en-
terprise.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I do not quite un-
dorstand you.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is private enterprise.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Do you mean the
supply of materials?

The Chiet Secretary: Yes.
is duc to private enterprise.

Hon. L, B. BOLTON: That may be so,
nevertheless it is exceedingly difficult for
private enterprise to ohtain material. Yet
the Government ean obtain the materials
it requnires. I hope .the Minister for
Industrial Development, who of course is
attending to the job as he sees it—and he is
doing a good job, too—will take the matter
in hund while he is in the Eastern States.
1 would like to refer briefly to the elosing
down of the bolt-making factory at Bays-
water.

The Chief Seeretary:
terprise, too.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes. The closing-
down nmay be due to some other cause. Pro-
hably the Minister may know morc about it.
I will give my angle of it. If it had been
possible for any firm to manufacture holts
at a satislactory cost, then the firm that
conduected the factory should have been able
to carry on the business here,

Hon. J. Cornell: Docs not the firm make
bolts in the Kastern States®

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: With a different class
af labour.

Tou, L. B. BOLTON: The firm has the
same materials here, but I am trying to show
the Touse that it had advaniages which pro-
hably no other firm econducting a similor
husiness in Australia possessed. The frm
is one of the oldest-established in Australia
and has becn bholt-making for many years.
Beecause of its huge purchases of material,
it was probably able to purchase raw ma-
terial at a price lower than any other firm
in Australia conld, rertainly much Jower than
the firm from which MePherson’s purchased
the factory. That proves to me that until
we amend our Workers' Compensation Aect
and alter our labour conditions, there is no

The shortoge

That is private en-
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hope of that class of work being earried on
in Western Australin. Perbaps no other
industry lends itself so much to wunskilled
labour and junior workers as does bolt-
making. The bolts are made by antomatie
machines which require continuous feeding.
Yet McPhersons found it impossible to
manufacture holts in this State in competi-
tion with its own faectory in Vietoria. Was
it not only natural that wnder such condi-
tions this factory had to close? In my opin-
ion it is deplorable that our conditions are
preventing us from creating and maintaining
industries of this kind,

Hon. J. Cornell : Did the man from whom
MePhersons bought the factory make a
profit or a loss9

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: He claims to have
worked at a profit. I believe he was in his
own way making a profit. Why the indus-
try was closed down after McPhersons took
it over I am unable to say.

The Chief Seeretary: [ have a good idea.

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: Certain suggestions
were made in the correspondence that ap-
peared in the Press. T happen to know some
of the reasons, but am unable to disclose
them. In my opinion, tha closing-down had
nothing whatever to do with the cost of
production in the factory. I would remind
members that when speaking last session on
the question of industries, T related how,
during the visit of the Minister to Mel-
bourne, Mr, Hawke was told at a luncheon
tendered to him by the executive of the
Vietorian Chamber of Manufactures, by no
less a person than Mr. Eady himself
—the managing director of MecPhersons,
Ltd.—that it was impossible for Western
Australia to compete against the Eastern
States so long as our existing lahour condi-
tions continued. TUntil we make the altera-
tions I have sugmested we ecannot hope to
make the progress that not only Mr. Hawke
but every member of this Chamber I am
eertain desirves.

That brings mg to the question of youth
employment. Had it been possible for this
factory to employ additional youths, I am
quite certain it would not have heen closed
down. Our present shortage of skilled
labour in my opinion is partly due to the
years of depression. For n period of from
four to five years, while the depression con-
tinued, in many trades no apprentices were
trained, while the vestriction of the

[COUNCIL.]

numher of junior workers and appren-
tices since that time has made it im-
possible to overtake the shortage. The
Defence Department to-day is erying
out for mechanics and skilled tradesmen, It
is offering every possible inducement to get
them. But the trouble is that the depart-
ment is taking them from private indus-
tries. It is hardly right to say so, but it is
just as well in one respect that the State is
short of work for skilled tradesmen, other-
wise I do not know what the position would
be, The shortage of tradesmen is undoubt-
edly due to the restrietions on the employ-
ment of apprentices and junior workers.
I maintain that our laws must be amended
in this direetion so as to give youths u
chance in life. I would make it a condi-
tion that every employer must take every
apprentice possible in every branch of his
industry Lefore he is allowed to employ un-
vestricted junior workers. That would
overcome the difficulty and would enable
youths to be placed in work as they leave
school.

I desive to touch on another subject; I
am sure my Country Party friends will
pardon me for referring to the primary in-
dustries of the State.

Member: We shall be glad to have your
support.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: I am heavily in-
volved in the primary industries and that
perhaps is my excuse for referring to them.
As I have said before, and as I think most
members will agree, the suceess of our pri-
mary industries ensures the advancement of
our secondary industries, and vice versu.
They go hand in band. At the present time
I have a handful of each and I do not know
which is eausing me the greater worry- I
must eonfess, however, that the secondary
industry side is now quite as bad as the
primary side may be.

I desire also to rvefer briefly to the re-
marks of Mr. Wood, who first mentioned
in this Chamber the interference of the
Price Fixing Commissioner in the price of
sheep. I was sorry that that interference
took place, particularly as the growers were
not consulted. Had the Prices Commis-
sioner taken the growers of sheep into his
confidence, he must have learnt that the ad-
vanee in price for a week or two was not a
false one, Looking at the position fairly
and squarely, the inerease was only reason-
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able, and the priee would have found its
level again within a week or two. Owing to
the very dry season many growers have had
to hand-feed their sheep for many weeks.

Hon. G. W. Miles: For many months.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: In some cases for
years.

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: On Sunday I was
disenssing this matter with a grower, and
he told me that he had used 100 tons of hay
to feed a flock of 1,600 sheep.

Hon- J. J. Holmes: And oats as well?

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: XNot much oats,
During the dry period I have hand-fed to
my stock 1,000 bags of aats and 75 tons of
hay at a cost of anything from 6s, to 8s. per
head. This was necessary, not to keep the
stock in condition, but to keep them alive.
Therefore I say the interference of the
Prices Commissioner was ot in any way
Justified.

This Stute has also heen badly treated in
the matter of its barley produnction, par-
ticularly in regard to two-row or malting
barley. Western Australis grows hardly
enough barley for the local market. Every
bushel of premium, two-row or malting
barley is absorbed by the maltsters and
brewers of this State, and it was most un-
fair that we should have been drawn into
the pool and paid the paltry advances that
have been paid te date, seeing that the
maltsters and brewers have paid tv the Bar-
iey Board 4s. 3d. for every bushel of two-
row barley grown in the State. The
growers have received for malting barley
two advances, one of 1s. 3d. and the other
of 1s., which, less freight of approximately
5a. a bushel, makes a total of 1s, 10d- When
in the Eastern States recently, I interviewed

Mr. Cameron and Mr. MeBride and
pointed out the injustice being done
to this State. I had hopes that this

vear we would have been able to market
our barley as before. The two-row barley
is absorbed by an industry that ean afford,
and is willing to pay, a reasonable price for
it- I have no desirve to weary the House by
quoting figures, but aceording to the “Com-
monwealth Year Book,” this State in the 12
months ended June, 1938, produced 454,000
bushels of malting harley, whereas South
Australia’s produetion was between 8,000,000
and 9,000,000 bushels. Most of South Aus-
tralia’s produetion is exported, and why,
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when we have a commodity the whole of
which is absorbed loeally, we are not allowed
to handle it ourselves, I do not know.

Hon. T. Moore: What does the local mar-
ket pay for the barley?

Hon. L, B. BOLTON: It pays 45 3d. a
bushel.

Hon, T. Moore: And how much does the
grower get?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: For premium bar-
ley the grower has received 1s. 10d. a bushel.
For second quality or ordinary Cape barley,
considerably less is paid, I am referring
only to the barley taken by the hrewers,
who are willing to pay a reasonable price
for it. I interviewed the chairman of the
Barley Board in South Australia, and he in-
formed me that brewers and maltsters had
paid 4s. 3d. eash for every bushel of barley
they had taken.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And how much does
the grower get?

Hon. . B. BOLTON: Only l1s. 104, a
bushel.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Where does the dif-
ference go?

Hon, L. B. BOLTOX: To help South
Australia out of its difficulty oceasioned by
having to export such a large quantity.

ITon, W. J. Mann: Is 1s. 10d. the final
figure?

Houn, T. B. BOLTON: We might get
more, but T doubt whether it will be much.

IIon. J. J. Holmes: This is Government
enterprise, not private enterprise,

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: Yes.

Hon. A, Thomson: I should call it Gov-
ernment interference.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON : That is the correct
term,

Hon, H. V. Piesse: You must consider the
wheat farmer,

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: That has nothing
to do with the barley grower. As our total
output is absorbed locally, growers should
reeeive a fair return for it.

Another matter I wish to deal with is
that of road transport. In the Press a few
days ago there appeared a statement by the
Minister for Railways that the Government
intends to extend its transport operations
by using buses. This has been the policy of
the Government since the report was made
some time ago by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, and scemingly the Government intends
gradually to push private enterprise out of
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the transport business in the wmetropolitan
area. I hope the Government will give pri-
vate enterprise an oppertunity to do some
of this wok. On a former occasion that was
nel done, but if the Govermment iutends to
parsue this poliey, the least it can do is to
allow private enterprise a share of the work,

[ must make hrief reference fo petrol
restrietion.  This will result in the loss of
cmployment to hundreds of people in this
State,  Western Australin s corainiy en-
titled o some additivnal consideration if any
vestriction is to be imposed.  Already we
have petrol restriction to a certain extent here,
The Transport Board, in its wisdom, has
1estrieted (he use of motor trucks in many
dis{riets, aud that ix tantamonnt to imposing
a petrol vestriction. 1 am glad to know that
the Premier has taken the matter up with
the Commonwealth Government. The people
of this State are certainly entitled to greater
cunzideration if only in view of fthe huge
distanees of this State ax eompared with
other States. I hope the Premier will keep
hammering at the Commonwealth Govern-
ment until we get satistaction.  Otherwise
the position of the motoring industry gener-
ally will heeome very werious, Many of the
allied indvstries will be affected; in taet,
they ave feeling the cffects already.

Hon. J. Cornell: The trouble is eaused by
the non-essential motor cars.

Ilon, L. B. BOLTON: No one objects to
sone restriction heing imposed upon them,
but ihe effect of the restrietion on the motor
industry ix eertainly very sevious. I support
he wmotion,

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[3.40]: T should like to express my svm-
pathy with the velatives of the unfortunate
vietims of the Canherra air disaster. We
Al renlige that o very rerious loss has hewn
sustained by the Commonwealth Government,
22} we eanrot bat be mindful of the surrow
of the families of tho-e who met with anch
cit antimely end. . When reading the names
of the vietims, T was struck with that of a
vourty man named Elford, who married a
Katanning girl. Tims in two respects West-
ern Australin was direetly associated with
the vietims, the other having been TPilot
iteheoek, As a Country Party yepresenta-
tive, | paturally wateh the ntterances of the
Prime Minister closely. I listened to his
speech in the Sydney Town Hall rvecently,
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a very line speech, and made a resolution
that My, Menzies, as Prime Minister of
Australia, was the right man. [ teel sure
that everyhody will sympathise with him in
ihe loss of his colleagues through the acei-
dent.

Let me add a few words about our foruer
eolleagues who were not returned at the
recent elections. Mr. Franklin has given
excellent serviee to the State; he endeared
bim=elf to all o us and will be greatly
missed. We all regret the vretirement,
through ill-health, of Mr. Angelo. I have
always felt that the country people had a
very fine represeniative in AMr. Angelo. 1le
was always preparved to support any legis-
lation for the good of the agricultural dis-
tricts. I <o not fovget, cither, my colleaguc
Mr, Wittenoom, wha gave sach excellent ver-
vice to his provinee. He wus ever at the
beck and call of his electors and ne.er
missed an opportunity to travel from one
end to the other of his provinece when his
services were requived. I welcome the re-
turn ol Sir Hai Colebateh to this Chamber,
1 knew him when he was on the staff of the
old *“Morning Herald” and I was a boy of
very tender years, l have watched his
career and admired the great service he la<
given to the State and to the Commonwealth,
and I feel sure thal he will he of great
assistanee in this Honse of review., Our
triend Mr. Welsh we all know to be a sterl-
ing man, and one on whose adviee we ean
always rely. Last, hut not least, there i
AMr. Roehe, for whom I feel a personal re-
sponsibility in having made a farmer of him
in my district. The farm on which he i-
wow he pureha<ed frem me, and I daresay
sinee acquiring it he has often exclaimed, “1
wish to goodniss I had never seen H, V.
Piesse!” Mr. Rocle has freely given of his
time, gratis, not vnly to the Returned Sol-
diers” League hnt also to loeal governing
hodies,  He puesse-ses an undoubted know-
ledze of the Great Seuthern distriet. and 1§
feel sure that his advent to this Chamber
will prove most helpful o all our members
and to the provinee of which he is a vepre-
sentative.

I desire to eompliment the municipalities,
road hoards, and local govarning hodies gen-
orally on the splendid attitude they have
adopted  in  conneetion  with war rallies
thronghount the eountry districts. The cer-
viees of members of those bodies are alwavs
given gratis, and undouhtedly have resulted
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v marvellous work. These offoris have
brought people together by rallies, which
speakers were invited to address; and we
must all acknowledge that the results have
heen wondertul. From day to day the Press
reports free loans and other evidences of the
results of this voluntary work.

I shall not speak at length to-night, but I
desire to meke a refevence to the steamship
“Kybra.” That vessel has done great ser-
vice as a connecting link hetween Albany
and Perth. It has proved most helpful in
conveying goods and commodities from Fre-
mantle to Albany, and thus saving the need
for much import from South Australia and
the Eastern States. In this conneetion a
deputation—which I was not well encugh
tiy attend-—~approached the Government, and
1 trust Ministers will give most careful con-
sideration to the deputation’s request that a
train he provided for the transport of goods
which the “Kybra” has earried in the past.
It may be said that the granting of the re-
quest  would constitute a  precedent, on
which all other distriets would base a sim-
ilar demand. Towever, the port of Albany
1 in a totally different position fromn, say,
the port of Geraldton and goldfields eentres.

Hon. [T, Cornell: What ahont the port of
Esperance?

flon. TI. V. PIESSE: Ksperance is eon-
nected with the goldfivlds.

Mon, J- Cornell: The “IKybra™ nsed to
0 to Esperance.

Hon. H, V. PIESSE: I any injustice is
done fo the port of Esperaner, the Govern-
ment wonld certainly deal with that aspeet
al<o. The point is that we need to aveid as
far as possible importation of goods from
the East, especially into the town of Albany
amid the Great Southern disteief. 1 fully
realise that when the Federal Government
asks for the use of -uch steamers as the
“Kybra" the duty of the Western Austra-
fian Government s, ut whatever rcost, to
erant a request made tor war porposes.

Now T turn to the denlorable seasonal
comdifions we are passing through, 1 ean
=venk from firxt-hanwd  knowledge of  the

pusition around Katanning, T ean state
that on my farms at the present moment,
with the exeeption of one lavee dam, there
i« not a dam on the properties T am working
that has more than 2 feet € inches of water
in it.  The winter months arve passing by:
and unlers rain comes within the next five
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or six wecks we shall fave u highly scrious
outlook. T know that the Government is
mindful of the position. 1 know the Gov-
ernment ean do nothing to bring rain. But
I also know that Ministers are most sym-
pathetic and will render every possible aid
towards the ecarrying-on of the distriets
which ave affected, When we realise that
safe and sound districts like Wagin, Ka-
tanning and XNarrogin, which have ncver
known a shortage of water, ure experienc-
ing Llerrible hardships in  this particular
season, we realise also the extreme servious-
ness of the sifuation, Even to-day one can-
not do fallowing in Katanning, excepl on
faveured sandy spots; and this is right in
the middle of winter, when mast of the fal-
lowing is completed. It shows the exireme
serionsness of the postion which has re-
sulted from the unfortunate seasonal con-
ditions.

T have read in “Hansard” what Mr
Woot said in refation to the dixation of the
price of meaf. That is a matter which
My, White, the Commissioner, interfured
with Dy virtue ol lemslation which  was
passed by this Chamber as practically a
war measare. It incldes a seetion permit-
ting the Commissioner, under the control
of the Government, to vary the prices of
primary products. Let me say that the
meat industry is not the only indusiry that
has  suffered  through sueh interference.
Take the potalo industry. Same little fime
ago it was rather diflienlt for merchants to
obtain potatoes from prowers, who were
holding tor higher prices. 1 want members
to realise that these potalo growers do not
alwnys enjoy good scasons or gnod erof s;
moreever, priees are not always payable in
Western Ansiralia,  Oceasions have hewn
known when the price ol potatoes has been
so low that a notiee has heen posted on the
gate saving, “Help yourself fo potaines,
hut leave the fork.™

ITon. A. Thomson: No price was lixed for
potators then.

o, H, V. PIESSE: No. On this ocen-
sion, 1 undevstand, the Comnissioner fixed
prices for wholcsalers and retailers in Perth,
without calling on any of the growers for
their views before he agreed to the wholesale
prive.  Yesterdax 1 reeeived a lelter from
Mr, Par-ons, who is the president of the
Tasmanian Potato Board. T had written to
him civing a full statement of what was
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taking place in Western Australia, In his
reply he informs me that the first thing
the Commenwealth Commissioner, Prof.
Copland, did was to eall the potato-growers
into consuitation. The Tasmanian society
of potato growers expended £100 to allow
leading growers to confer with the Price
Fixing Commissioner, That is the right
procedure. It stands to reason that if
prices are to be interfered with, the first
people to be consulted are the producers of
the commodity. Had that course been fol-
lowed by Mr. White, he could have ob-
tained muech useful information as to the
need for fixing prices. Potato merchants
here have bought at high figures, in many
instances at £9 per ton.
Member: At more than that.

Ilon, H, V. PIESSE: On the average, I
should say, they bought at £9 or £10 per
ton. Sinee the fixing of the price, polatoes
bave never reached that figure, The price
was fixed at £10 per ton wholesale, but
potatoos have never gone te that price. They
have only brought £9 and £8 in the market.
That fact proves that there wus no neeessity
for interference by the Commissioner.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Interference with the
ordinary market price.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: That is so. If, on
the other hand, 700 or 800 tons of potatoes
had been exported from Western Australia,
the position here to-day would be that
growers would receive more than the average
market price of potatoes now being sold.

Turning now to the meat position, I re-
member that on the 13th July last Mr. Watts
and I diseussed the matter in Katanning.
On the 12th July I had heen negotiating
with a loeal butcher for the sale of a line of
fat lambg at 24s. and 26s. I have sinee sold
those Jambs to the same local butcher at 19s.
The Commissioner’s action was the cause
of my loss, The price was higher than I
reccived last year, but my books prove that
it cost me 11s. additional to bring the lambs
to maturity this year, as they never had an
iota of green feed. The ewes were fed on
oats, chaff and bran. Let me remark that
this House of review unanimously agrecd to
the price-fixing measure, becausc members
looked upon it as a war-time measure which
would not operate detrimentally either to
the primary producer or to anyone else, We
all voted for the Bill. I am pleased to see
that Mr. Wood has given notice of his in-
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tention fo introduee a measure amending the
existing Aet from the standpoint of the
primary producer.

Hon. J. Cornell: There would have been
no need to amend the Aet but for that act
of God, the drought,

Hon. H. V. PIESSL:: In my opinion there
would have been no neced for amendment if
the Commissioner had consulted the meat
producers before he intervened.

Hon. L. Craig: Does he know his job?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I consider him a
highly eapable officer, and one who has giver
very good service in the position he is hold-
ing.

Hon. L. Craig: We do not want any
State price-fixing.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Tasmania is the
largest producer of potatoes in the Common-
wealth. In that State the growers were called
to consult with the Price-Fixing Commis-
sioner in ecamera. They decided to send
their potatoes to market without expecting
more than an arranged figure. Mr. White
has power to fix a figure to-day by private
treaty if he so desires.

The Chief Secretary: Why do you say
Mr. White did fix prices when you know
that he did not fix priees?

Hon. H. V., PIESSE: Prices were ar-
ranged with the wholesalers.

Hon. L. Craig: He is a stupid ass.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: During war time,
and in view of the difficulties we are en-
countering, it is pleasant to observe the pro-
gress of various companies operating in the
country districts. I wish to congratulate
the company which owns the Narrogin Butter
Factory on having erected such a very fine
factory at Denmark. Denmark is coming
into its own. That district has had a very
bad time indced. For many years it has
had to contend with great and numerous
difficulties. Therefore it is most plensing to
know that the factory just erceted at Den-
mark is so up-to-date, and in keeping with
the production of that distriet. T have muck
pleasure in supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

HON. W. R. HALL (North-East} [6.0]:
I intend to be brief in my vemarks. At the
outset T wish to extend a very hearty wel-
come to our new colleagues—Sir Hal. Cole-
bateh, Mr. Welshk and Mr. Roche. I am
sure their presence in this Chamber will be
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of benefit to the State, and I sincerely hope
that their term with us will be very pleas-
ant, During the course of the debate we
have heard a lot about potatoes, onions,
wheat, wool and other commodities of im-
portance to the provinces trepresented by
those who have spoken; and for omce I
shall make only passing references to the
goldmining industry, which has been the
backbone of the State for so long. I have
& few grievances to ventilate, and in deal-
ing with them I shall keep to the point and
not take up time unnecessarily. Firvstly I
was disappointed in the Lient.-Governor's
Speech, which contained little apart
from references to the State’s war effort.
Naturally T am pleased that the State is
doing its share in that direction and help-
ing Great Britain to prosecute the war sue-
eessfully. I offer my congratulations to Mr.
Moore, who has been eriticised by some
members regarding statements made in
moving the adoption of the Address-in-
reply. In my opinion he made a wonder-
ful specch and kept strictly te the point.
He covered the Lieut.-Governor's Speech
very well, considering what it eontained, -
Hon. L. B. Bolton: Yes, considering.

Hon, W. R. HALL: Particularly
sidering that the war is in progress and
that the Speech dealt mainly with our war
effort.  One matter of importance to the
people on the goldfields coneerns the rail-
way service from Perth to Kalgoorlie on to
Laverton, The railways decidedly roriuire
speeding up. The system lags far hehind
the times. The journey from Perth to Kal-
goorlie oecupies 17 hours, which means that
a speed of o little over 20 miles an hour is
maintained. While the railways are losing
money, [T think the fanit lies with the
departmental authorities themselves, They
have neglected to speed up train Jjour-
neys, and to provide an adequate ser-
viea l'or passengers. The effect is that
whenever possible Kalgoorlie people avail
theniselves of opportunities to travel by
motor car to Perth, and back from Perth.
As a result, much revenue is lost to the rail-
ways, Particularly does this apply during
the Christmas peviod. At times the traffie
would warrant one or two extra trains on
one or more days, but the railway authorities
have not seen fit to provide additional trans-
port facilities. I do not understand why the
department does net provide a hetter serviee

con-
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when required. Several complaints bhave
been voiced regarding the earriages in which
people are asked to travel. Recently the old
type of carriage was placed on the run, al-
though those eoaches are fit only for shecp.

Hon. H. V, Piesse: Have you travelied
on the Great Southern line?

Hon. W. R, HALL: I wish the coaches
had heen placed on the Great Southern line
or any other line apart from the goldfields
run. Apparently the department discovered
that the new coaches required overhauling,
and all were laken off at the one time and
the old varringes placed in commission.
Those carringes are a disgrace to the depart-
ment. [ also wish to comment on the eon-
duet of the dining ears and the meals served,
for which the exorbitant prices of 3s. ¢d.
for tea and 3s. for breakfast ave charged.
Apart from that, the meals, in my opinion,
are not adequate. I am entitled to be re-
garded as a fair judge of a meal, and I
consider those served in the dining car not
up to standard. The Governmeni should take
over the dinhing car service and the railway
refreshment rooms. If that were donc, the
public would enjoy a decent service, Private
enterprise in that direction, at any rate,
could well go by the board. The service
between Kalgoorlie and Laverton is ex-
tremely slow. The people in the northern
distriets are largely isolated, and perishable
goods have to be railed. Seeing that the
train leaves Kalgoorlie at 11 am., and
reaches its destination, 210 miles distant, at
1140 p.m.—that is, if it is on time, which is
very seldom-—members will appreciate the
foree of the contentions repeatedly advaneed
by Mr. Scddon and Mr. Heenan that the
Government should instal a Diesel eoach on
that run and so give the people in those
distant parts some value for money they
have to spend on necessary supplies.

Hon. L. Craig: But 200 miles in 12 hours
or 50 is fast travelling. You de not know
what slow railway travel is?

Hon. W. R. HALL: ¥ am glad to hear
that.

Hon. L. B, Bolten: Yon should travel on
the Bunbury line.

Hon. W. R. HALL: Irrespective of
whether the journey is made in fast time
or not, if members consider it fast then I
do not wish to travel over other lines. Per-
haps the industries in their provinces may
be in keeping with the railway serviee—nn-
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fortunately on the down grade! T eompli-
ment the Government on the work carvried
oul npon the Perth-Kalgoorlie main road,
now known as the Great BEastern Highway.
Mueh money has heen spent on bitumenising
the sarface.

Ilon. W. .J. Mann: And on taking tratfic
awny from the railways.

Lion. W, R. TMALL: Exeellent work is
heing carried out. Tor two or three years
past 1 have travelled over that main road
extensively, aud | certainly appreciate the
wonderful job leing done by the Main
Roads Board., Most effective roads are he-
ing made with the money available, Not
many loeal bodics can say much against the
Main Roads Board and its work.

Hon. A, Thomson: The heard has heeome
very efficient,

Hen. W. R. ITALL: Furthermore, the
hoard ha< given great help to loeal anthori-
ties throughout the State. The road hoard
with which T am assoeiated is the largest
out<ide the metropolitan area, and enjovs a
substantinl revenue. That fact did not deter
the Main Roads Board from making avail-
tthle to the NWalgoorlie load Board a suh-
~lantial grant for hitumenising the road that
vemstitntes the main eonnection hetween Kal-
weotlie and LaKeside.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Probably due to the
mfluenee of the chairman of that boarvd.

Hon. W. R. HALL: T would not sax that
at all. T know that were it not for the
ixstetanee rendered to loeal governing and-
oritics thronghout Western Austealia by the
Main Roads Board, wmany  road bourds
would not he able to eavey an,  Reverting
to the Great Tasteyn- Highway, my only
eritivism ix that the Main Roads Board has
been a little slow with the aetual work that
has heen undertaken. T would like to see
~imie of the 6,000 unemployed placed on
the vozd at intervals <o as to seeure the com-
pletion of the work much =ooner than i-
possihle under the present system.  The
ronil s being hitumenized from Merradin o
Conlgavdie: and it was thought that the firs!
soetion from JMerredin to Southern Cross
wonld ke theee years to enmplete. Ahous
two years have clapsed, and the work has
nraseeded for about 75 miles, The part (hat
ks heen completed is of great heneft to
mofovists and others who have to make use
of that thoronchfare. T trast the Govern.
et will place more men on the work, pro-
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vided supplies of emulsion ean be procured
to enable the bitumenising operations v
confinge. 1t that is done, the Government
will have provided a decent road for the
section ol the cemmunity that has to pay
enormotsly heavy taxation in the form of
motor fues,

Hon. L. B. Bolton: That might mean
thal people will not use the traing at all.

Hon. W, R. HALL: Rather than
the train, 1 would travel hy road,
though it cost= u lot.

lon. L. B. Bolton: That is no compliment
te the railway service.

Iton, W. K. 1LALL: The Government ha<
carried ont mueh work in connection with
the re-laying, or replacing, of pipes alons
the line from Mundaring Weir to Kalgoor-
lie. That task ha+ provided employment for
many people, and 1he undertaking 1s =«
eredit to the Water Supply  Department,
particularly when we consider how the nipe
line is being replaced.  The servier las heen
of preat benefit to those who live ontside
the metvopolitan avea. At any rate, the
Government and the Water Supply Depart-
ment are to be eomplimented on the wonder-
ful work that s heing earried out. I trast
that its ecompletion will mean a reduction
in water charges to goldficlds residents, 1
bope that will be the rvesult, althongh I
know that Governments are always rve-
Iueiant to reduee their charges tor <ervices
rendered  to the people,  However, the
Walgoorlic prople expert o veduction  in
water charges so as to he ahle to make
grcater use of the serviee and eniny some
of the results that ave so appavent in the
metropolitnn area.  Jr. Bolton referred (o
the question of petrol rationine.  With Lin.
[ believe that such a restriction will seri-
ously affeet the motor industry and all othes
industries i the State.  jacticularly it
rationing is along the lines indieated.  Nol
only will industries in the metropolitan aren
be affected by a 30 per eent. reduction, Imt
also, T believe, the zolimining industry.

tse
aver

Sitting suspended from 607 10 750 paw,

Hon. W. R. HALL: [ was abont
to speak of the replacement of petrol
units by gas producers when ratinn-
ing  hecomes  effective. My opinimm s
that zas producers are not yet efficient sub-
stitutes, and that mueh will have to be done
to improve thim. Some time will elapse—
mayhe twelve months or two years—hefore
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they will be brought to a standard that will
make them equal to petrol units. For that
reason it is u pity (bhat petrol rationing is
te take plage in the very near future.
I hope that a streng protest will be
mmade By the Government to the Federal
authovilies and that an attempt will be
wade to have the rationing scheme post-
poned.  The mining industry on the
Eastern Goldlields will be materially affeeted
if rationing is introduced; and the plan will
have an adverse effect on prospeetors who
are using small utilicy trucks, sueh as Model
T Fords, in whieh they are able to eover

much more ground than was the case in.

vears gone hy, when they had to make use
of horses and vitrts or travel on foot. \When
all is said and done, prospectors are the
backbone of the Siate. They are the men
who founded the goldfields. But for the
prospectors, there would be no Kalgoorlic
and outlying distriets, and every incentive
should be given to men who have blazed
the trail to earry on their good work. Num-
bers of men engaged in the motoring indus-
try will be thrown ont of work when ration-
ing takes effect, and that will he a great
calamity. Such unemployment is already
noticeable in the metropolitan area and on
the Eastern Goldfields. I cannot imagine
the men rendered workless heing able to find
fresh employment. Even should they desire
to seek enlistment, their chanees are not
very good, bLeeause the authorities do not
at present scem to want their services. The
ohvious result of rationing will be to foree
the State to ¢nre for additional unemployed.

Reference bas been made by Mr. Heenan
to the Government’s prospecting scheme.
More nunemployed could he ahsorbed under
that scheme.  An inercase in the allowanee
from £1 to 30s. is, however, necessary. One
pound a weck 18 insufficient for a man who
is battling his way through the bush in an
endeavour to find the elusive weight. Gold
now is mueh harder to discover than in davs
anne by, and prospectors suffer great hard-
ships in endeavouring to locate it. The Gov-
ernment should inerease the allowanee to 30s
at least, thereby affording a golden oppor-
funity to unemployed persons desirous of
striking out for themselves. Many have
already bettered their conditions in  this
way, and many more will be able to do so.
T hope that 3r. Hecnan’s suggestion will he
placed before the Government and that the
allowanee wil! be increased at an early date.
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1 was very pleased to note the Govern-
ment’s decision to grant a substantial sum
as a subsidy to Tindals Mine in Coolgardie.
That mine was a good producer in day
gone by, and most goldfields members will
have bhappy recollections of it, My sincere
bope is that Tindals will again come into
its own and prove one of the great gald pro-
duters of the Eastern Goldfields. Another
mine that 1 1hink will bave & new life is
the 3it. Charlotte Mine, That is near the
old Hannan-stveet railway station. From
information I have gathered as to results of
diamond drilling in the past, this mine should
prove a great gold producer in the future.
1 hope it will do so, tfor the benefit of those
who lave fought hard to have the mine
thrown open, and also for the good of the
whole State.

Another need of the Eastern Goldfields 1s
the erection of more workers’ homes. This
matter was mentioned by varicus goldficlds
members [ast session. The Workers’ Homes
Board during the past 12 months has built
several more homes on the fields, but the
number is insufticient. The dewand is greater
than the supply, and the board’s activities
have not solved the housing problem in Kal-
goorlic and Boulder. I venture to suggest
that the board has several hundred applica-
tions trom persons desirous of possessing o
worker’s home. People who have already
secured homes of this type look after them
ereditably, and the buildings are an acquisi-
tion to Kbalgoorlie and Boulder. I hope
the Workers’s Homes Board will enlarge
its building programme on the Eastern
Goldtields in  the future,

I understand that legislation will be in-
treduced this session fo amend the Workers’
Compensation Act and the Mine Workers’
Relief Fund Aet, so as to provide for de-
sorving men. T hope members of thi< Cham-
ber will give very favourable consideration
to amendments the Government will propose.
The pros and cons will he Tully disenssed and
members will he enabled to realise that those
amendments  are justified.  Every offort
should be made to help unfortunate men who
have heen thrown out of the industry through
accupational dizeases, nnd the widows and
orphans of those who have suceumbed.

As regards Mr. Bolton’s suggestion that
the number of members of this House be re-
dueed by ten and that of the Legislative As-
sembly by 15, T do not think the hon. mem.
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ber would like to see 23 politicians thrown
on the serap-heap. Surely that is not his
intention.

Hon. J. 4. Holmes: It might be for the
good of the country.

1lon. W. R. HALL: I doubt that. How-
ever, 1 do met think my party wonld be
agrecable to that suggzestion. If it were a
matter of “one go, all go,” I would be quite
prepared to fall into line with my honourable
friend; but T do not wish his present sug-
gestion earried to the Government, though I
do not know that Cabinet would attach much
weight to it. I eertainly do not want to leave
here, and [ am sure that no other member
wants to do so cither. Mr. Bolton appar-
ently did not take into consideration the Enct
that he and other members have outside in-
tevests. So far ns I am coneerned, my posi-
tion in Parliament constitutes my livelihood.
Tt is my one and only occupation, and the
suggestion to reduee the number of represen-
tatives in the Legislative Counecil by ten is,
to my way of thinking, n trifle rough.

Hon, L. Craig: You might not be one of
the ten.

ITon. W. B. HALL: I am not worrying
about that. 1 merely mentioned the sabject
because it was introdueced by Mr. Bol-
ton. I did not think I should let pass the
opportunity to refer to it. T realise Mr.
Bolton's patriotism, but T hope his sagges-
tion will not be adopted.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Let Mr. Bolton try it
ont in the metropolitan area.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I am willing to be one
of the ten.

Hon, W. R. HALL: T have pleasure in
supporting the motion.

HON. A, THOMSBON (South-East)
[745]: At the moment we all feel
that we are under the shadow of yes-
terday's tragic happening at Canberra.
Qur deepest sympathy goes out to the
relatives who have been so suddenly
and so sadly afflicted. I also have a
oreat deal of sympathy for those who fell
hy the wayside at the last Legislative Couneil
cleetion. Thuring our assoeintion with eaeh
other in this Honse, we gradually hecome
elose friends and entertain a feeling of sym-
pathy and friendship towards cach other
irregpective of party, and so I regret the loss
of those who have not been returned. The
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newly-elected members will, I am sure,
play their part as well as did the
others, if not befter. Other members have
dealt with the war and I will not go over the
ground again. The Government is facing a
difficult task in its administration. I would
particularly draw attention to the position
that confronts our primary producers in this
State. As one who was sent to this House
to represent primary producers, I feel that
all the brains and encrgy not only of the
members of the Government but of others
will be required to enable our producers to
inercase their production without creating
sach a glut that the commodities produecd
cannot he sold. Those of us who read the
speech of the Minister for Commeree in the
Federal House must have felt that he struek
a pessimistic note, althongh cireumstaneces
eause some of us to be in sympathy with that
pesstiism. Very few of the lines of produe-
tion in any of the States seem to offer hopes
of heing sold if produced in inereascd quan-
tities, L wish particularly to denl with the
primary-producing seetion. The Federal
Government has asked the State Government
to co-operate with it in its desire, by researeh
and other means, te ascertain whether it is
possible to bring about stability for the
primary producing section. I am going to
offer one or two suggestions concerning which
we may have some conirel. 1n the Federal
Arhitvation Court unions are applying for
an inerease in the basic wage. I was amazed
to read the remarks of one of those gentle-
men in submitting the application. He gave
reasons why the basic wage should be in-
creased and made the following statement :—

Declaring that industry could pay a higher
hasic wage and that workers should share in
their own increased productivity, Mr. Mundy
quoted official statistics of factory sales in
New South Wales showing that the increased
productivity per person since 1935 was 13.48
per cent,

The unions submitted that their claim for a
higher wage was justified, having regard for
inereased productivity, the pgeneral improve-
ment in manufacturing industries, and the fact
that primary industries were not substantially
affected by the basic wage.

I have no desire to see the basic wage or
living conditions reduced, but we must real-
ise that an increase in the basic wage, based
on the cost of living, must have a material
effect on the cost of production. I know
what Mr. Mundy had in mind when he said
that the hasic wage did not materially
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affect primary industries, because most of
them gre not in a position to pay the basic
wage.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: An increase has been
put on the price of everything as a result
of increases in the basic wage.

Hon, A. THOMSON: I have no desire to
misrepresent Mr. Mundy.

Hon. L. Craig: Many primary industries
are paying the basic wage and amounts in
excess of it.

Hon. A, THOMSON: The goldmining in-
dustry is doing so, but I do not think that
c¢an be said of many others.

Hon. L. Craig: Potato diggers are paid
higher than the basic wage, and the same
can be said of other associated industries.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Let us follow that
line of argument. The potato industry can
pay the basic wage when potatoes are being
sold for £9 or £10 per ton, but should the
price drop to £2 10s. per ton, the producer
surely could not afford to pay the basie
wage.

Hon, L. Craig: Some farmers are paying
the bazie wage. I am.

Hon, A. THOMSON: All farmers are not
so well sitnated, As a whole the farming
community does not pay the basic wage to
labourers.

Hon. L. Craig: As a whole that is so, but
many farmers do pay it.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The dairy farmer
might be able to pay it because he haa the
butter combine behind him,

Member: Some fruitgrowers pay it.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That may be so,
but I wonder how long they will be in a
position to do so, and when their fruit will
be allowed to drop to the ground. I should
like to quote from a statement that appeared
in the “West Australian” with reference to
some of the possibilities arising out of
agricultural research:—

The amnouucement that new fields of agri-
cultural development are to he investigated is
of the greatest interest and may prove one of
the most important steps taken in this State’s
development.

A similar policy has been a part of the pro-
gramme of the United States Government for
many years and was attended with such success
that in 1938 Congress directed that a labora-
tory be established in each of the four main
farm arcas, and that 1,000,000 dellars be ap-
proprinted annually to each. The object of
thesa laboratories was defined ‘‘to conduct re-
searches inte and develop new scientific chemi-
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eal and teehnical uses and new and extended
markets and outlets for farm commodities and
products and by-products thereof. Buch re-
scarches and devclopment shall be devoted
primarily to those farm commoditics of which
there are regular or seasonal surpluses and
their products and by-produets.’’

This development, called the Farm Chemur
gie Movement, followed the realisation that a
heaithy sccondary industry could not exist for
any length of time with a depressed primary
industry. The United States is probably the
most highly industrialised country in the
world; therefore this opinion is of much
greater significance to Western Australia, with
hier small and young secondary industries and
her lack of hard coal and petrolewm.

Authorities in the United States have real-
ised that seeondary industries cannot pros-
per where primary industries are depressed.

Hon. L. Craig: History does not bLear
that ouat.

Hon. A. THOMSON: History shows
that primary industries in this State are not
in a prosperous condition. I do not suppose
they have ever been in so depressed a state,
or have so gloomy an outlook. It behoves
us to see whether we ean reduce the cost of
production so that our industries may he
enabled to envry o, We are told that an
inerense in the basic wage does not affeet
primary industries. T propose to show how,
when primary indusiries are in their pre-
sent position, they ave vitnlly affected. A
letter was sent to me by the seeretary of
the Primary Producers’ branch in Orchard
Valley, south-west of Kojonup. The cpistle
contains such important information that T
fecl it my dunty to place it on vecord. Tt is
as follows :—

I am instructed by the members of the Or-
chard Valley branch of the P.P.A. to write to
our Parlinmentary representatives and request
that they make emphatic proteste on behalf
of primary producera regarding the recent rise
of £1 per ton in the cost of superphosphate,
and the fixation of meat prices. Since war
broke out superphosphate has risen by 30s.
per ton, and owing to the discontinuance of
the subsidy, by £2 per ton on the first ten tons,
We have been told that owing to the gravity of
the international situation growers should re-
frain from seeking any increase in the price at
which wool is sold, yet this considerable in-
crease in the price of one of our essential aids
to production is apparently comsidered justi-
fiable. Improved pastures throughout the
Great Southern are top-dreased regularly, and
it is gencrally conceded that it requires ap.
proximately a ton of superphosphate to pro-
duce n bale of wool. This means that every
pound per ton inercase in the price of super-
phosphate means a rise of a peany per pound
in the cost of wool growing.
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The prive of 13.437d. per 1b. for wool docs
ner allow any margin for increased costs, and
the natural tendeney willi be for growers to
cudeavour to balance their budgets by pur-
chusing less superphosphate next year. 'This
will inevitably lead to a reduction in output at
u time when we are told that it is essential to
mitintain produetion at the highest possible
level, A deterioration of pasture will also re-
sult {rom restricted applications of superphos-
phate, and there will be an increase in weed
growth aml unprofitable herbage.

I is nnderstood that before the outbreak of
wiar, e superphosphate  companies informed
inouirers that supphes then on hand were suffi-
vicnt Tor two complete seasons, If thig state-
ment was correet, what justification is there
for the present increase?

Regarding the iixation of meat prives, little
informution was available to members at the
time of the meeting, but it was pointed out
that many tarmers have been fattening stock
by expensive artificial feeding beenuse a short-
age appeared obvious owing to the execeptional
scasonal conditions. These men are now faced
with the prohability of cousiderable financial
loss. Members hope that you will do all in
your power to protest effeetively on these two
important matters, and hope that your repre-
sentations on our behalf will bear fruit.

If that stifement is correet, whal justifica-
tion is there for the inerease?

llon. L. Craig: An inerease in the price
of superphosphate was inevifable. It ought
to he higher on account of the cost of pro-
duetion,

Hon. A. THOMSOXN : Let us say that the
juerease was inevitable,  Nevertheless, pra-
ducers are placed in a very awkwurd posi-
tivn,  Necently there was an inerease in the
hasie wage. The Priee Fixing Commnissioner
in Western Australia, and Professor Cop-
land of the Commonwealth service, ean exer-
eise considevable contvol over prices. If a
manntacturer goes to them and proves that
the cost of raw material and labour hiag in-
ercassd, and asks for an inerease in the
prive of his  producls, the application is
rranted,  The farmer, on the other hand,
has fo pay an inereased prive for the com-
wodities he roguires and ave essential for bis
| raduetion, but ean et no inevease in the
prive of his own products,

Hon. J. Cornell: If there s any lomi
about inereasing the basic wage as the ros;
of living riscs, it wust  apply  with  equal
for.e to the farmer.

Hone A, THOMSON:
plv, Imt does not ‘o so.

Houo G B, Wood: What about the in-
crease in the cost of meat produstion?

It should so ap-
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Hon. A, THOMSON: That subjeet has
already heen dealt with,

Hon, G. B. Weod: [ know that, hnt what
ahount it? '

Hon, A, THOMSOX : The same argumer|
applies in that case, Thonzh there has
een an increase in the price of superphos-
phate, there is at least a two-years' supply
in store. The farming community i in
an unfortunate position.  In the extraordin-
ary cireumstances over which  the wool.
crower has no control the Federal Govern-
wment shonld step in and say theve should
not he an increase for two years. I um
merely gqueting what has heen published in
the Press. L am not blaming the companies
for ihe inerease, beeause their costs may
have advanced. The Price Fixing Commis-
sionor granted the increase, but the point I
am making is thai everybody scems to be
able te get nn inerease {or his produet ex-
cept the man on the land. Here is an illus-
tration, and I mention it by guoting this
paragraph which appeared in the Press on
the 24th Julv—

The Comumonwealth  Prices  COommissioner
*Professor Copland) today permitted a maxi-
mum inerense of 13 per cent. uver pre-war levels
in the price of Llankets. This inerease is con-
siderably below the increase arbitrarily mude
by many vetail houses rvcently. The order is-
sued today permits the 15 per cent. inercase
over  Awgust 31 levels in manufacturers’,
wholesilers ' and retailers’ priees.

Hon. I. Craig: Wool has increased in
price since thal date. Tt was higher then
than it was this time last year.

IHon, A. TIHIOMSON : Not on the avernze.

Hon, L. Craix: The priece is higher now
than it was belove the war started. .

Ilon, A. THOMSOXN: But it is still he.
Isw (he eost of production. 1 am usot going
lo be sidetracked Ty the lhon, member: we
know that we ure paying tor everythines
higher prices than thuse which existed prior
to the war. The people for whom I am
speaking are deriving ne henefit at all.

IHon. L. Craig: I admit that the price
of blankets is subjeet to the cost of manu-
facture.

The PRESTDENT : I ask the hon. mem-
her to allow Mr. Thomson to proceed with
his speech. He can reply to the hon. mem-
her, but not by a series of interjections.

Hon, A. THOMSON: It seems that the
hon. member is trying to justify the action
of the Price TFixing Commissioner. T
echo Mr. Baxter’s sentiments that there
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is o feeling of dissatisfaction amongst the
produeers in all the eountry districts. The
producers are being saddled with inereased
costs in every direction and they have no
future. They are told that they should re-
duce their produetion of wheat, but there is
not very much incentive at the present time
to inerease the production of anything be-
cause of the added costs. My object is to
show how the primary industries are suller-
ing. There is at present in existence a Coun-
vil of Agriculture formed by the Federal
Government and on which the States
have representation. While referring to
this hody may T be permitted to say
—and in this I am sure T shall be
supported by every organisation to which
T belong—that we regret an unfortunate
illness prevented the Minister for Lands from
representing Western Australia at the sit-
tings that are now in progress. This State
is fortunate indeed In having Mr, Wise to
represent it at the Couneil’s meetings, know-
ing as we do that that gentleman has such
n orasp of the produeers’ position. His ill-
‘ness neegssitated the appointment of a sub-
titute in the person of Mr. ITawke, the
Minister for Labour.

The Chief Scerctary: We will he well re-
preesented there.

IIen. A. THOMSON: Yes, but with all
due vespeelt to Mre. Flawke, abie as he ix, he
lias not the grasp of the position that is
lield by Mr. Wise. That, however, is by the
way. The position of the primary producing
section of the ecommnnily is so serions that
those people must be represented at con-
forenees by other than Government oflivinls
who heeome cirenmserthed in their views. T
considler that men actively engnzed in in-
dustry as well as others engaged in business,
whould be eonstituted a econsultative couneil
which would go into the question of ways
and means of redueing costs. T am going
tp show one or two methods by which it
wonll he possibic to veduer costs in cer-
{ain directions,  Already in this House T
have attempted to seeure the appointment of
a scleet committee to investigate the work-
ine of onr Railway Department with a view
to detorminine the possibility of redneing
the aver-eapitalisation of the system. The
primary produeers ave in the anhappy posi-
tion ol havine to pay freight on evervthing
they purvehase and whickh is sent fo their
properties, and the amazing thing is that
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from cverything they sell freight is deducted.
Thus we have the farming community pay-
ing both ways. Every Government is sin-
cere in its desive to bring about deecntrali-
sation, and vet by administrative acts the
unfortunate policy to which I have veferred
is accentuated. I am not blaming the pre-
sent Government or any of its predeecssors.
Remembering that the railways helong to
the people as a whole, I consider that the
people  generally should hear the barden,
Let me gquote petrol as an example, In the
metropolitan area consumers pay 2s. 4d. a
gallon, but when they are cowmparatively a
short  distanee away, the econsumers are
oblived to pay 2s. 10d. T cannot sce why
there should not he a flat rate for petrol.
It there were a flat rate the cost of convey-
ance by rail to the conntry distviets conld be
spread over the whole of the people of the
State heennse, as I have just said, the rail-
ways helong {o the peaple. Tt is unfortunate
that those who are carving their way in the
bushi slhionid be expreted to pay ro much
more for petrol than is paid in the metro-
politan arven. There is another aspeet that
might bhe explored in the hope of redoeing
enste aml encouraging the devielopment of
outhack distviets.  We are told that the
ha-ic wage doe: not affect primary indus-
trie«. hit 1 draw attention to the burden
the Avhitvation Cowrt is lnposing on our
eointry distriets, Tt is the law and we wust
ohex it. T am not blaming the unions for
seeine that the conditions of awards ave
ecomplied with, heeause that is their joh., A
wan wishes to build a house in the city and
he pays Lhe hasic wage. Jf he is ont in a
enontry  district and takes the men from
Perth, the posilion hecomes totally different.
Yot only dors he have to pay the same
rate of wages as those that prevail in
the metrotvelis, hat he has to pay the travel-
ling time of {he workmen to the joh and
from it. In naddition the bnilder must
pav 20z 0 week hoovding allowanee and the
man’s fore 1o the joh as welll T do not cav
hat we -bonld penalise the warker who has
to tyave! away from the eite, hat T draw at-
fortion to the added eosts to he paid by the
irap in the eountrv who desires to encage
in huilding operations.

Recently a depuniation from the Albany
municipality wailed on the Ainistor for
Railwavs on the subjeet of the withdrawal
of the ss. “Kxhra” from the south-rast
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coastal service due to the commandeering of
the vessel by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. The Albany Municipal Couneil bad
been obtaining its fuel oil from Perth and it
was earried in bulk on the “Kybra” and its
conveyance by ruil meunt an increase in
freight alone of %4d. per unit. The vessel
also took to the southern port monthly about
232 tons of goods which were practically all
ot local manufacture, On this subjeet I
shall read an extract from a letter written
on the 19th July last Ly the Mayor of
Albany to the Premier—

You are no doubt aware that the Albany
Municipal Council obtained ita fuel oil per
“EKybhra'’ earried in bulk, and the withdrawsl
will serivusly affect continuity and cost of this
essential eommodity. Should it be necessary
eventually to bring this oil by train at ordin-
ary railage rates, then the cost of electricity
to the eonsumer must be raised by one farth-
ing per unit to meet the extra costs.

General cargo carried by this vessel from
Fremantle to Alhany for the 12 months ended
the 30th June, 1940, totalled 2,781 tons—a
monthly average of 232 toms. This is apart
from the fuel oil for the Albany Municipal
Council and petrol carried in drums.

You will appreciate that goods from Fre-
mantle to Albany would in the main he of
local origin, that is local products, the trade
in which your Government is doing so much to
foster; and unless the trading in these goods
cun be maintained by the substitution of a
transport service operating at mo higher cost
than that per **Kybra,’’ then it is feared that
the only alternative is to sccur® similar goods
from Eastern States suppliers.

A deputation waited on the Minister, as |
have already stated, but so far as I know
the Albany municipality has not yet re-
ceived a 1eply.  The Minister told the depu-
tation that he considered the railways, heing
common earriers, could not agree to the suyg-
gestion made by the deputation that one
speeial frain per month shonld proceed to
Albany {o carry the necessary supplies at
rates comparable to those chavged by the
“Iabra.”  The Minister did not actually re-
fuse the reanest hut added he saw great dilli-
enlties in enrrying out the proposal.

| have extracted from the Hatlway Freight
Charzes Book the ratex for threw items:
namely, C. ¢lass vate, freight from Fremuntlo
to Albany, £3 13s. 1d.; first-class rate, (5 14s.
44.; and second-class rate, £7 16s. 4., ov
total of £17 8s. 9d. Dividing the total by
three, the average charge for those goods is
£5 16s. 3d. per ton. If a person is fortunate
enouch to he living in Geraldion, then we
find that, with much-hated private enter-
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prise—which is always considered not to do
as well as socialistic and Government-owrued
enterprises, about which we hrar so much—
the goods I have mentioned (which are
classificd at page 116 of the Western Aus-
tralian Government's Railway Rales, Regula-
tions and Charges) are elassified as first and
second-class at 50s. per ton, Goods ¢lassified
as “C” class are also classified at 50s. per
ton. Taking the three elasses of goods te
which I have referred and averaging them as
in the previous instanee, we lind Gernldton
has an advantage over Alhany as far as rail-
way freights are coneerned of £2 6s. 34, pe1
ton. I am referring to goods earried by the
Midland Railway Co. That is a decided
whoantaze. The hoat freight from Adelaide
te Adbany, iveluding whaofage e and om,
averages L4 s Gl per toi.  Therefore, tak-
ingr 1he havie charges ap plicable to the goods
it is desired to earry once a month,
namely, £5 16s. 3d. per ton, we find
the samie goads ean he brought from Adelnide
to Albany at £2 4s. 6d. per ton. This shows.
an average saving in favour of Adelaide of
£3 11s. bd. per ton.  What ave the j.cople
at the Allsany end of the State to do? They
desive to retain employment in this
State and to inercase production of goods.
Vot, unless the [ailway Deparbment is pre-
parved to grant the deputation’s refjuest, then
232 tons of goods will be purehused in Ade-
laide instead of in Western Australia.

Hon. M. L. Roche: That is correct.

Iton. A. TIIOMSOXN: The freight by the
YRybra” ineluding wharfaze, worked out at
£1 125 Td. per ton and all that the Albany
peogre ask is that a similar quantity of zoods
should be loaded into tracks by the |eopie
who despatch them, in the same way as
civens proprictors load their enges and ani-
mals. The Railway Departmenl makes a
minimum charge to a cireus of £25 per day,
provided the proprietors load and unload
their cages and animals. Cireus proprietors
may have a special rate granted to them if,
with their circus, they visit the Albany dis-
trict in order to exploit the people there.
The Railway Department should consider the
extroordinary position that bas avisen, The
department would obtain £377 for a
load of goods which they would mercly have
to haul to Albany. The loading and unload-
ing would be done by the consignors and
consignees, Yet there seemed to he rome
hesitation about granting the request.

Hon. J. J. Holmes interjected,
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Hon, A. THOMSON: That is the argn-
wment used by the Minister for Railways.

The Chief Seeretary: What about the
towns between Perth and Albeny?

Hon. A, THOMSON: What abount the
towns hetween Geraldton and Fremantle? I
liave not heard of any trouble concerning
ihem; yet the Geraldton people have the
hencfit of the freight charge that exists to-
day.

Hon, H. L. Roche: That is for Geraldton
alone.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Yes. After all, let
us be fair and consider this outside district
and give the people there at least an oppor-
tunity to build up towns that may become
important. The Railway Department has
opportunity to carry goods that formerly
were shipped by the “Kybra” once a month
and returned freight amounting approxim-
ately to £377, plus the freight for conveying
the fuel used by the Albany Couneil in its
Diesel engines. Besides the freight on the
232 tons of goods, the Government would
also have the freight for carrying that fuel.
It secems to me that a business-like proposi-
tion was submitted to the Government,
which now has an opportunity to reduce
costs to people in country distriets.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: TIs there a board to
co-operate now?

Hon. A. THOMSON : No.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: If a private com-
pany, with the approval of the Minister, has
the advantage of port-to-part freight from
Fremantle te Geraldton, why cannot the Min-
ister institute a port-to-port freight from
Fremantle to Albany?

Hon. A. THOMSON: The point is that
the Government has appointed a Minister
whose duty it ix to endeavour to create
and build up new industries in the State.
A representative deputation, consisting of
members of the Perth Chamber of Com-
meree and husiness men waited upon the
Minister. One of them qguite frankly said
to the Minister, “Unless we get some con-
cession such as is suggested by the deputa-
tion, then I regret to say that I shall he
compelled to transfer the orders from the
southern portion of the State to my firm's
branch in Adeclaide, much as I would prefer
to supply them from Perth.” That is the
position with which we are faced. I am out-
lining reasons to which I think the greatest
consideration should he given. I know the
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matter is one of Government policy. I am
not blaming the Minister. The Government
has not yet arvived at a decision as far as I
know; but I felt it was due to the people
I represent to put this reasonable re-
quest before the Government, in the hope
that it would appreeiate the posifion. I ap-
peal to the Minister, if the matter has not
yet been decided by Cabinet, to cndeavour
to ensure that the 232 tons of goods to
whiech T huve referred will be retained as
Western Australian trade and not diverted
to South Australia.

I desire to touch briefly on one other
phase. T am sorry the Minister is not pre-
sent, Mr. Bolton dealt with the eclosing-
down of the bolt factory at Bayswater.
What makes me feel depressed about it is
that there are now 33 additional workers
who are ont of employment and that the
State will lose the benefit of their wages.
The goods which the fnetory manufactured
will now be imported from the Eastern
States. Enthusiastic as the Minister seems
to be, he does not seem to be able fo earry
out his desires. He said, according to the
Press report-

Tt therefore appears that the loeal dircetor
of the eompany (Mr. Johnson) has exagger-
ated the factor of labhour costs and has not
taken the public fully into his confidence re-
garding all of the reasons that have heen re-
spongible for caunsing his company to close the
factory. In ecommon fairness to all eoncerned,
he should tell the publie the whole story and
not part of it.

I desire to register my protest against the
coneluding portion of the Minister’s state-
ment at that interview. I am sorry he
is absent from the State at present. He
said—

In any cvent, every effort will he made by
me to see that some other local firm takes on
the mannfacture locally of holts and nuts. So
far as Government requirements are concerned,
every possible step will be taken to have them
manufactured in the workshops of the Govern-
ment unless some private firm re-starts the in-
dustry in Western Australia.

Member: Irrespective of cost.
Hon. A, THOMSON: Yes. The Minister
continued—

The Government always gave solid support
to the products of the Bayswater factory. Now
that the West Australian branch of MePher-
sons Proprietary, Ltd., has become almost en-
tirely a distributing agency for the products
of the company’s Eastern States factories, it
can net expect to reecive any such support in
the futwre.
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Here we have a Minister threatening a com-
pany which ¢losed down portiou of its busi-
ness that proved to be unprofitable. 1 could
not eonceive of a company closing a portion
of its business that was profitable.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: A new dictator has
arisen !

lon. A, THOMSON : 1€ the Minister puts
s threat into cffect and commences the
manutacture of bolts at the Midland June-
tion workshops, T do not think the same
number of men will be employed as was
employed by McPhersons. The Govern-
wment might be able to employ as many.

Hon. G. Fraser: The shops might absorb
more,

Hon, A. THOMSOX : They might, Tiere
will be a counsiderable reduetion in income
tax, however, which a firm like MePhersons
would pas.

The Chiet Seeretary: Firms do not pay
itieonle tax on losses.

Ifon. A. THOMSON : How could they? If
the joliex which the Minister is anxious to
put inte effect is adopted we shall find
onr taxation returns will he of a vanishmng
nature.

Member: MePhersons” employees paid an-
come tax.,

Ion. A, THOMSOX : They would pay in-
comie tax whether tbhey were cmploved by
MePhersons or at the Government work-
~hops. The point is that instead of diseour-
aging secondary  industries  we shonld en-
desivonr to encourage them.

The Chief Seeretary inferjected.

Hon, A. THOMSOXN: Apparently Me-
"horsons tound it unprofitable to earry on
the factory; otherwise T eannot understand
why they elosed it down. T have no wish to
lnhour the poinl.  The aeting-seevetary of
the State Bxeeutive of the AL, My, Nasl,
also had a litHle to say. Aeccording to the
newspaper report, he said—

The closing-down was due not so much to

Inhour costs as to a desire to have the work
performed by cheap labour.
That is illuminating: and it is the considered
statement of the acting-seeretary of the
State Executive of the A.L.I. THe goes on
to say—

It would be interesting to kmow the com-
parative overhead costs for the periods when
the business was condueted by Mr. Fowler,
and when it was subscquently taken over by
McPhersona. It is significant that no effort

has apparently heen made to dispose of the
business Jocally, probahly to obviate potential
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competition, Suel an inference is strongly
ruggestedd in Mr. Johnson’s statement thuat
plans are under way for the machinery at the
factory to be dismantled forthwith and
shipped to the Eastern States.

Dealing with junior labour, My Nash pro-
ceeds—

The question of extending the proportion of
junior to adult lobour in the eugineering in-
dustry has heen considered by the State Arbi-
tration Court, but the Court has seen no rea-
son to depart from existing standards,

I know the Governmeni is sineere in its de-
sire to cstablish secondary industries; hut
when an old-established finn like MePher-
son« finds it unprofituble to carry on husi-
ness in the State, one feels depressed. Thae
Coceraneut can of eonrse earry on the bust-
nuss beeause the taxpayer will fid the
money. I cannot understand a private per-
son earrying on anv longer than he ean help
n husiness that does not pay.

T wonld have felt greater faith in the Min-
ister's expressed desire to establish second-
ary industries in Western Australia had he
serl his ntmost endeavours to place the in-
dustry on the same footing as it enjuys in
the Eastern States. 1 wonld be far hap-
pier to see younz men working in a boit

faetory and receiving enough to maintain
themselves and assist  their parents than

have them idly walking Lhe streets ns many
of them have to do. The statement by M.
Bolton that, owing to the depression aud
lack of trode, a great dearth of skilled
tradesmen exists, is undonbtedly trur. T am
sure that costs in many directions would he
very mueh lower if we had more expert
tradesmen.

The Chief Sevretary interjected.

Hon. (. T". Baxter: But von cannot pany
high wages for unskilled work.

Hon. A. TIHHOMSOXN: Some 18 years ago
a constituent of mine in the Katanning s
trict patented nn improved milk =eparntn
which inereased the take-off of cream. It
was tried out by the Department of Agri-
enlture and approved. The man thought
he had made a discovery that would be of
substantial henefit not only to himself but
also to the industry. A few prople whe
were interested—I was not one of them —
subseribed sufficient money to send him lo
the Bast. He went to one of the lorgest
firins and offered it the sole right to manu-
facture the separators. The manager was
not in the least interested. He produeed a
catalogu: showing that the separators in
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use were being made in Sweden and
Ameriva, the American  factory  Dbeing  a
hranch of the Swedish one. Ile showed thai
the separvators were made by ~ix marhines
attended by a woman, and that her tnsk was
to walk from one end to the other of those
machines, by whieh time the operation wa,
complete.  The Amerieun plant was similav
bat was operated by one man. The mun-
ager #=aid, “We would aced one fully quali-
ficd engineer for cach of those machines. T
am sorry, hut under Auslralian conditions
we eould not eompete.” Thouch the Minister
s anxious to get secondary industries estab-
lished in Western Austenlia, the Govern-
ment will have to exert its offorts to bring
our conditions more into line with those of
the Eastern States. Not until that is done
shall we be able to get factories estahlished
here. TIn saying that T have ne desire fo
east any aspersions on the workers of Wesl-
ern Australin. I believe they ave fully as
competent as are the workers in any other
part of Australia.

T have freely eriticised the present and
previnus Governments regavding the expen-
diture of public mouev. Nine ov ten davs
ace I was amazed to read a statoment by
the Minister for Health that the serviees of
a Vietorian speeialist in hospital planning
ang designing had been obtained to asasist
with the work of establishing a new hospital
for Perth. The Minister was reported as
follows—

While the public is interested to see the
ateel framewark of the new Terth Hoapital
gradually going up, at the same time a great
deal of work is hcing done in regard to the
innumerable details of planning and arrang-
ing the wards and clinies, For a considerahle
time a committee composed mainly of mem-
hers of the hospital’s honorary staff, and io-
cluding the medieal superintendent (Dr, R.
Muccke) and the Principal Government Archi-
teet (Mr. A. E. Clare), has been working out
details. A set of plans was prepared and these
are now heing overhauled hy a sub-committee,
on which the board of management of the
hospital is represented and which ineludes a
representative of the honorary staff, the medi-
ral ruperintendent, the Principal Government
Arvchiteet and the manager of the hospital
(Mr. W. M. Powell) . . . It has been arranged
that Mr. C. L. MeVilly, inspestor and per-
manent member of the Charities Board in Vie
toria, should visit this State, and he will ar-
rive on the 17th August. . . . Mr, Panton said
that Mr, McVilly had made a special study
of hespitals, and of rccent years in that way
had been intimately associated with the plans
for the new Melbourne Hospital which was
being erected at a cost of some £850,000, as
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well as with very materin! extensions to other
large hospitals in Melhourne. 1lis services had
been made available by the Vietorian Govern-
ment, and it was felt that the Western Aus-
tralian Government, the management of the
hospital and others interested in the now build-
ing would be able to gnin a great deal of use-
ful adviee and information from him.

Here we lave the Government cmbarkin:
upon the eonstruction of a hospital, the fiest
section ol whielh is to ecost £90,000 (o
£100,600.  1lad that work heen entrusted to
a privale architect, he would huve needed
to have the whole of his plans in order be-
fore enlling for tenders, and tenders would
have been based upon those plans.  Yet
after part of the work has been done, fur-
ther assistanee has been found neeessary to
determine the lay-out and eguipment of the
hospital.  The Minister's statement  men-
tioned the details of planning and arranging
the wards and elinies.  Sueh action on the
part of the Government canngt be {ermed
ood business.

In offering this criticism T have no desire
to speak olfensively. Own many other ocea-
stons T have felt it my daty to express wmy
views, and have always criticised the Gov.
cernment’s  actions as I would eriticise
my own affairs. The Minister has cer-
tainly admitted that the construction of
the huilding had heen started hefore plans
were properly prepared. The Commonwealth
iovernment has entrusted a private arehi-
tect in PPerth, Mr. Parry, with the erection
of a new hospital. e has sabmitted a prive,
and he would have to offer very sound rea-
sons if that price was exeeeded. T have no
desire to cast any refleetions npon the Prin-
cipal Government  Architeet, hnt anvone
with a knowledee of affairs is aware thai
the whole of the plans and speeifications
should have heen complete helore the archi-
teet was asked to give an eostimate. How
could he possibly have estimated the cost
when additional expert adviee has to be
called in at this slage? There ix something
very unbusinesslike in those methods and
they are eceriainly not eondueive to obtain-
ing the best vesnlts. Ministers have heen in
ollice for n good many vears and probably
they have reached n stege when they think
that evervthing they do is right and should
not be eriticised. I claim {o have a know-
ledge of the building industry, and T repent
that hefore the ereetion of the hospital was
hegun, eomplete plans and spoeifieations
should have been prepared and the whole of
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the details settled. 1f this is typieal of
what the Government is doing in earrying
out other works departmentally, it is time
thad we excreised closer supervision.

1 hope the Minister will use his influence
*in Cabinet to cnsure that the 232 tons of
goods required at Albany and formerly
transported by the “Kybra” are still snp-
plied from Perth. Unless the Government is
prepared to make eoncessions, then undoubt-
edly that trade will go to Adelaide and prob-
ably be lost to this State for many years.

I hope the Council for Agriculture will
nol only make a survey of cxisting indus-
tries but will seck opportunities for the
raising of other produce and explore every
avenue with a view to redueing loeal eharges
wherever possible.  Such a step would ma
tevially help industry generally.

More stringent regulations are nceded
mder the Traffic Aet to govern push eyelists,
There has heen quite a number of accidents
recently in which young children have heen
killed and injured. My opinion is that in
70 per cent. of the cases the trouble has been
due to the negligence of the young people
aml to the inadequaey of the regulations.
Often at main crossings one mav see four
or five cyelists riding abreast. It is time
that stricter conditions were imposed.

I endorse Mr., Bolton’s remarks ahout the
nse of gns producers. Though the extra
charge is made under a striet interpretation
of the Act, it is none the less unfair against
a man who iz endeavouring to meet the posi-
tion cveated hy the vestrietion on petvol.
After ineurring the expense of installing a
gas producer, he is charged an extra 10s. or
£1 for the additional weight. Yet the owner
of a vchicle might instal a eouple of extra
petrol tanks and thus carry the same addi-
tional weight and not be eharged for it.

Hon. G. B. Wood: That is only if he puts
the zas producer on a trailer.

Hon. A, THOMSON: And it applies to
a gas prodacer installed on a motor car ns
well. T support the motion. I realize the
difficulty of the task confronting the Govern-
ment, notwithstanding that I have found it
necessaty to criticise the administration.
Much bhas heen said in favour of a national
Government, but the Labour Party believes
in having a keen Opposition. Were I to
offer a little friendly eriticism—and, after
all, we are entitled to criticise, and to ex-
press our opinions—T would say that T hope
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some method will be devised whereby we
shall be able to improve the outlook for the
producing scetion of the community. I sup-
port the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

On motion by the Honorary Minister, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.47 p.m.

Tegislative Assembly.
Wednesday, 14th August, 1940,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC
LIGHTING EOARD.

My. TONKIN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What is the date of expiry of the
agreement made on the 28th January, 1918,
between the Government, the Commissioner
of Railways and the Fremantle Municipal
Tramways and Eleetric Lighting Board?
2, Has the board notified the Government
that it intends to exereise the option of re-
newal of the agreement in accordance with
the provision of Clause 237 3, Has the Gov-
ernment. approved of a renewal of the agree-
ment?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 26th April, 1942, with the option
of renewal for another 25 years, which op-
tion has been exercised. 2, Yes. 3, Yes.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
Policy as to Stock Liens.

Mr. PATRICK asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, In cases where a farmer has not
had nssistance from the Agriculteral Bank



